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Executive Summary: Why Foundations Should Fund Wild Horse Fire Brigade (WHFB)
A Proven, Nature-Based Solution to America’s Dual Crises of Toxic Wildfire Smoke and Wild Horse Welfare
Wild Horse Fire Brigade (WHFB), led by Capt. William E. Simpson II, offers a unique, science-backed approach that simultaneously saves human lives, protects ecosystems and wildlife, preserves cultural-heritage wild horses, and delivers massive long-term taxpayer savings. Supporting WHFB is a high-impact investment in public health, forest resilience, biodiversity, and humane conservation.
Why Fund WHFB? Key Impacts:
· Saves Human Lives from Deadly Wildfire Smoke Wildfire smoke causes ~24,100 premature deaths annually across the U.S. (Science Advances 2026) and ~5,000 per year in California alone (UCLA Science Advances 2024), with economic costs in the hundreds of billions. WHFB’s Natural Wildfire Abatement and Forest Protection Plan uses wild horses’ natural grazing to reduce fine fuels in wilderness areas, moderating fire behavior and dramatically lowering toxic smoke — a preventable killer far deadlier than flames themselves.
· Protects Forests, Wildlife, Watersheds, and Future Generations By rewilding horses as keystone ecosystem engineers, WHFB restores natural balance. Unlike ruminants, horses pass viable seeds and microbiome-rich droppings that reseed fire-damaged landscapes, reduce post-fire erosion, protect trout/salmon spawning gravels, and support pollinators, deer, elk, and other native species. This creates healthier, more resilient forests and ecosystems for our children and grandchildren.
· Ends Costly, Inhumane Wild Horse Management Practices Current BLM/USFS policies of helicopter roundups, long-term off-range holding (hundreds of millions in taxpayer costs), chemical sterilization (PZP with harmful adjuvants causing inflammation, autoimmune issues, and suffering), and export to slaughter in Mexico/Canada are both cruel and ineffective. WHFB’s rewilding model relocates horses from conflict zones into ecologically suitable remote wilderness, ending holding facility suffering while preserving genetic diversity and natural family bands.
· Delivers a True Win-Win-Win for Stakeholders
· For Wild Horses: Ends confinement and genetic decline; allows natural, free-roaming lives.
· For Public Lands & Taxpayers: Reduces wildfire suppression and smoke-related costs; provides free, continuous fuel management.
· For Ecosystems & Communities: Lowers fire risk, improves biodiversity, sequesters carbon, and protects watersheds.
· For Public Lands Users: Ends the decades-long conflict between livestock and wild horses.
· Unique Credibility and Scalability William Simpson’s 12+ years (25,000+ hours) of immersive “Goodall Method” research — living among a 200-horse herd — provides unmatched real-world data. WHFB also runs an educational certificate program training the next generation of land managers, advocates, and conservationists in natural horse behavior and ecology.
Foundations partnering with WHFB invest in a scalable, low-cost, nature-based solution with measurable returns: fewer premature deaths, healthier public lands, preserved biodiversity, reduced taxpayer burdens, and humane treatment of America’s iconic wild horses.
WHFB is not just saving horses — it is protecting American lives, landscapes, and our shared natural heritage for generations to come.
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